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S I T E  V I S I T  N A R R A T I V E
On October 6, 2022, we received a community referral from Tineiafiolemaluapapa Tuia, an
NUS undergraduate student who resides in the village of Tuana'i, who had come across a
number of foaga while walking on the beach near her home.

We contacted the landowners and received permission to conduct a site visit on October
25. The Foaga Files Field Team arrived at Tuana'i at 9.30am in the morning and were met by
senior members of the Luafatasaga Family, Matu'u Uila'ao Tamasese and Lealaitagomoa
Bolko Keil, at the Maota o Uila'ao. Matu'u and Lealaitagomoa guided us to the 
 Fagapalapala beach site where we documented 18 foaga featuring 45 facets. Heading
from west to east, we worked our way across the beach, completing the foaga recording by
1pm.   

The village informed us that there are many other foaga hidden amongst the mangrove
swamp and further out in the ocean. We were not able to document them at this time
because of availability of access and  limited survey time. This is a site that needs to be
revisited in future to re-find and document all of the remaining foaga. 

Western end of Fagapalapala Beach, Tuana'i village, Upolu.
1



M A P  O F  D O C U M E N T E D  F O A G A

All 18 Tuana'i Foaga were located in the tidal
zone below the high tide mark, and were
visited at low tide. The foaga were spread out
along the beach from east to northwest. Our
team tracked across approximately 80 meters
of beach to complete the documentation.

Map of foaga documented in Tuana'i on October 25, 2022.
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F O A G A  S P R E A D S H E E T S
F O A G A  T A B L E  1
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S I T E  V I S I T  P I C T U R E S

Tuana'i Foaga 3 with photoscale and ruler.

Eastern end of Tuana'i survey. Pictured are Foaga Files Field Team with a representative of the
Luafatasaga Family (l-r: Gwen Pitovao, Matu'u Uila'ao, Saleaumua Vili, Tineiafiolemaluapapa Tuia,

Tuiala Moimoi, Ta'atia Fagalele). 
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S I T E  V I S I T  P I C T U R E S

Saleaumua Vili recording the Tuana'i Foaga 1 found during site visit.

Grouping of foaga documented at Fagapalapala beach, Tuana'i.
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S I T E  V I S I T  P I C T U R E S

Western end of Tuana'i survey.

Northeast end of Tuana'i survey (l-r: Tuiala Moimoi, Ta'atia Fagalele, Saleaumua Vili,
Tineiafiolemaluapapa Tuia and Gwen Pitovao)
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S I T E  V I S I T  P I C T U R E S

Tuana'i Foaga 1, a unique multi-faceted foaga, with photoscale and ruler.
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This project would not have been possible without the generous
support of the following:  

 
Village of Tuana'i

 
and

 
Aiga Sa Luafatasaga, Afioga Matu'u Uila'ao Tamasese and 

Lealaitagomoa Bolko Keil

Thank you for opening your homes and sharing your precious and personal
knowledge and oral histories with us. We look forward to future

collaborations with your village and family. Your support of this project,
and our efforts to develop Samoan archaeology and to protect our

traditional knowledge for the future, are invaluable. 
 
 

We share this report with you as a token of our 
appreciation for this important collaboration. 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS
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